Building Hope
and Homes

Rebuilding Lives

BuildHopePDX.org

Home Builders Foundation
Providing safe, dignified housing for those who need it most.
The Home Builders
Foundation is dedicated
to the belief that every
individual has worth and
human dignity and deserves
the basic provision of shelter as a necessity
of life.
Since 2005, the Foundation has built over
30,000 square feet of shelter space, valued
at nearly $3.5 million, accommodating over
500 homeless men, women, youth and
families with children each year.
This extraordinary accomplishment is the
result of connecting the local home building
industry with nonprofit organizations
serving the homeless in our community.
Providing safe, dignified shelter is the
first step toward rebuilding the lives of
those who need our assistance to regain
independence and self-sufficiency.
Thank you for taking the time to learn
about the Home Builders Foundation.
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Home Builders Foundation projects include building new structures,
modernizing existing facilities, upgrading electrical and plumbing
systems, and remodeling spaces such as kitchens, bathrooms and
laundry areas. The goal is to make shelters and transitional living
facilities efficient, safe and dignified for those who are rebuilding
their lives.
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Uniquely constructed
The Home Builders Foundation brings a one-of-a-kind approach to help end homelessness
Because a night on the
street can be a cold, dirty
and dangerous place for a
family. Because a car should
never be where a child
sleeps at night. Because a teenager should
be thinking about tomorrow’s school day,
not whose couch he’ll be sleeping on
tonight.
Because there is homelessness, there is
the Home Builders Foundation
Founded in 1997 as the charitable arm of
the Home Builders Association (HBA) of
Metropolitan Portland, the Home Builders
Foundation harnesses the resources and
expertise of the homebuilding industry
to help end homelessness in the metro
Portland region.
Guided by the principle that dignified
housing helps people get back on
their feet faster, the Foundation builds
transitional shelter space for families and
individuals in need. It does this through a
unique approach that finds builders and
remodelers through the HBA and others in
the industry who donate everything from
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“We focus our efforts on
those most vulnerable in our
community, particularly those
who are most in jeopardy from
homelessness, those who will
suffer the most from
even short periods of
time on the streets.”
— Ken Cowdery,
Executive Director of the
Home Builders Foundation

HomeAid America
The HBF is a chapter member
of the non-profit homeless
housing provider, HomeAid.
The national organization
builds and renovates shelters
across America for temporarily
homeless families and
individuals while they rebuild their lives.
Their shelters provide more than 6,600
beds per night nationwide.

supplies to labor to shelter projects. The
HBF, which also provides scholarships and
educational opportunities for area students,
collaborates closely with many nonprofit
organizations throughout the region as
well.
The result: a uniquely qualified, capable
and effective organization that is making a
difference in people’s lives every single day.

Volunteers play a very important role in supporting the HBF, such as one-day
shelter clean-up projects that include landscaping and painting.
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Rebuilding lives in
our community
Access to safe, dignified
shelter contributes
immensely to a person’s
ability to achieve good
health, an education and
a job so they can become self-sufficient,
contributing members of their community.
We focus on building and renovation
projects that assist those most vulnerable
in the community, those whose chances
for a full and productive life are greatly
enhanced by finding shelter so they can
rebuild their lives.
Homelessness: By the Numbers

4,655
660
1,809
220
123
500+
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Number of homeless people in Multnomah County
identified during a point-in-time count on
Jan. 1, 2011
Number of shelter beds available at the time of
that count
Number of homeless students in the
Beaverton School District

Homelessness is often temporary, lasting
anywhere from eight to twelve weeks,
especially if shelter is available that offers
safety off the streets.

Percentage increase in the number of families
seeking shelter at Multnomah County’s two family
shelters in 2012
Number of new shelter beds as a result of
Home Builders Foundation projects
Average number of people who use those beds
each year
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Built for good
HBF’s completed projects help hundreds of people every year
From an emergency shelter
for women and children to a
home for abused boys, the
Home Builders Foundation
has completed projects
across the metro region that help people
find housing when they need it most. We
are proud to have helped the following
organizations — and many others > > > > > >

“The nice thing about the
Foundation is that it’s so easy

Haven House

Hearthstone

Service Provider: Catholic Charities/
Caritas Housing
Builder Co-Captains were able to rally
subcontractors, trades and suppliers to
donate over $189,000 in time, materials
and labor to this $260,000 project. Up to
12 single, young, homeless mothers and
their babies call this safe haven home,
receiving the care and support they
need to begin their new lives.

Service Provider: NW Housing
Alternatives
A residential treatment center for
five mentally disabled adults, this
home was built to give the residents a
place to heal, receive counseling and
flourish while transitioning back into
self-sufficiency. Over $164,000 was
donated in time, materials and labor to
this $266,000 project – a total savings
of nearly 60%.

Cordero House

Burnside Shelter

Raphael House

Provider: Raphael House of Portland
Attic space became a Comprehensive
Advocacy Center (CAC) offering services
to women and children survivors of
domestic violence. The CAC provides an
inviting place for legal aid, mental health
services, alcohol and drug counseling,
and children’s activities. About 35%
of the labor and materials for this
$430,000 project were donated.

Bonnie Tinker House

Service Provider: Bradley Angle
Bonnie Tinker House is an emergency
shelter serving up to 23 women and
children at a time, providing safety,
shelter, food, clothing, support groups,
advocacy, and a 24-hour crisis line. This
$50,000 shelter enhancement project
included everything from security and
electrical upgrades to an efficient
heating system and roof repair.

to get involved. You can give
as little or as much time as you
want. It’s a heck of a lot of fun,
and you leave there with just a
great feeling.”
— Bill Swenson,
Commercial Sales Representative
for Miller Paint
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Service Provider: Janus Youth
Programs
This old house was completely
renovated to make life more comfortable
for 12 abused boys. A new family
treatment room and therapist offices
have also made the healing work easier.
An estimated $770,000 was dedicated
to the project, which involved more than
380 industry professionals, 90-plus
companies, and over $350,000 in
donations.

Service Provider: Portland Rescue
Mission
The Burnside Shelter renovation
included retrofitting the facility with
energy efficient upgrades to reduce
annual utility costs by as much as 35%
thereby allowing precious operating
funds to go to direct services instead
of building maintenance costs. Over
$200,000 of insulation, new windows,
moisture protection and high efficiency
boilers and mechanical systems were
installed.

The Harbor

Service Provider: Portland Rescue
Mission
The Harbor is a transitional living
program for homeless men in addiction
recovery. A full-scale renovation of a
former nursing home increased the
facility’s bed capacity from 14 to 40,
greatly expanding needed services. The
HBF provided over $325,000 in donated
and discounted labor and materials
towards the project’s nearly $1.5 million
cost.

Transitional Housing
Program

Service Provider: Boys & Girls Aid
The complete interior renovation
of this 1960s four-plex in Beaverton
provides apartment homes for up to six
youths ages 16-21, who are required to
be employed, saving money and working
on their education. For the project, 17
different contractors contributed in-kind
or donated services and materials worth
more than $42,000.
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Building for Tomorrow
HBF is building the workforce of tomorrow — today
To keep the homebuilding
industry strong, the Home
Builders Foundation is
committed to building the
workforce of the future
through scholarships
and educational opportunities for those
interested in careers in the homebuilding
industry.
Every year, the HBF awards tens of
thousands of dollars in scholarships to
students pursuing construction-related
programs after high school. Since 1997,
the Foundation has awarded more than
$200,000 from its five scholarship funds:

We’re looking for members and
businesses in a position to give
their time. Many of our members
have insights and experiences
invaluable to the students. We
want our scholarship recipients
to know that not only are we
investing in their education,
we’re also investing in their
future”
— Zack Duncan of Cobalt Mortgage
Ken Cowdery, HBF Executive Director, introduces Caitlan Tucker, a 2012
scholarship recipient during a Home Builders Association member lunch.

• Jim Irvine Statewide Scholarship Fund
• Cobalt Excellence Award
• Professional Remodelers
Organization Award
• ACE/Gary E. Milgard High School
Scholarship
• Northeast Oregon Scholarship Fund
To find out more about the scholarships,
which are administered by the Oregon
Student Access Commission, please visit
www.OregonStudentAid.gov.
Cobalt Mortgage is one of many area companies and organizations that provide
annual funding for college scholarships.
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Students are introduced to a wide variety of home building representatives who
offer career advice and information about scholarships.

Working for others
It takes a team effort to take on homelessness
No one chooses to be
homeless, and thankfully,
most people who experience
it do so on a temporary
basis. That’s why it’s so
important to have dignified transitional
housing available. Such housing not only
offers safe and comfortable refuge, but
helps maintain dignity and respect.
But battling homelessness isn’t easy, and
it takes a team effort to truly help those in
need.
For its shelter building projects, the
Home Builders Foundation recruits
volunteer Builder Captains from the
HBA membership. These captains then
solicit donations and services from other
exceptional volunteers and supporters in
the industry who come together to make
these projects a reality.
The effort also requires collaboration
with key nonprofit partners in the region.
Among the organizations the HBF has
partnered with:
• Portland Rescue Mission
• Raphael House of Portland
• Boys and Girls Aid
• Janus Youth Programs
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• Portland Homeless Family Solutions
• Bradley Angle
• Catholic Charities
• Northwest Housing Alternatives
• Volunteers of America
And while the Foundation is dedicated to
battling homelessness, the HBF also needs
support itself. Exceptional donors and
supporters back the HBF throughout the
year and help ensure that the Foundation
is able to make the biggest difference
possible.

“The difference your
efforts will make cannot
be estimated in dollars
nor expressed enough
in our thanks. You
are literally changing
eternity for many of the
people we will serve”
— Tom Lister,
Manager of Vocational Ministries for
Portland Rescue Mission

Annual Fundraising Events
Benefit Auction (Spring): This evening
gala brings together supporters from across
the industry for a night of fundraising fun.
NW Natural Street of Dreams Block Party
(Summer): Attendees at this summertime
gathering get a sneak peak at the tour’s
luxury homes while having fun and raising
funds for HBF.

The HBF Benefit Auction
& Gala draws over 400
supporters each spring
for an exciting evening of
bidding and celebration.

Trap Shoot (Fall): A perennial favorite,
the HBF Trap Shoot draws together
hundreds of enthusiasts and friends of the
Foundation.
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“When the Home
Builders Foundation
steps up and says we’re
going to bring our
tools, our resources, our
talent to help address
homelessness, it is a
home run.”

— Nick Fish,
Portland City Commissioner

You Can Help
The Home Builders Foundation is
able to make the difference it does
thanks to the generous support it
receives from donors, volunteers and
other friends.
To find out more about donating,
volunteering and how you can help,
please visit www.BuildHopePDX.org
or call 503-684-1880.

15555 SW Bangy Road • Suite 301
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

fb.com/hbfoundation

